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The club houses have developed. The amount and the quality as well. There are only few white spots on the European map. 

There are large club houses, and also many small ones. They are independent systems, which co-operate very well. 

The number of the professional crew members has been reduced. Members with many years experience have taken more and more responsibility and found ways to exchange paid achievement against the sum of the abilities existing in the club house. 

Since society has now recognized what health-political and economical use is achievable, there is sufficiently financial support from politics and business. Club houses are small but fine centers, which give example in solving things like unorthodox situations, social authority, equal treatment, Empowerment and functionality. 

The example-effect extends far over Non profit organizations. A member and staff have their place at the conference tables of large companies as independents. They are high-estimated and paid advisors without specific knowledge. Entry end. 

Doesn't sound bad, or? Is also not pure nonsense, because some of us will have already experienced these functions within the club house organisation, with their way thinking and way of finding solutions, that are interesting for other organizations. 

In Upper Austria we have a psychosocial system on a very high level. The club houses are an important component. We co-operate closely with many partner- organizations, hospitals, and municipalities.

We experience rising needs nevertheless. Year to year there is a remarkably high increase of the number of psychiatry patients. But resources remain the same or are reduced. This has the consequence that it is difficult for other units to take on further entrants. 

The club houses do not do that. Everyone can come, who has a history of mental illness. That is, until the moment, the house is full. 

To prevent this, is one of our most important tasks. We will have to do much, in order to convince the backers that there cannot be enough club houses at all. Though there is a variety of help on offer, the number of people coming to the clubhouse continues to rise. Not at least because of the development possibilities, which the clubhouse permits, is what the members really want.

Completely besides the voluntarily engagement of the members, as leaders, as coaches and supporters, affects positively the financing. Club houses cost less than other units. 

The desired situation in Austria in, let us say five years, would be a surface covering offer of club houses. We know already now that club houses work well in both, larger cities and in smaller municipalities. The interest of the health organizations is encouraging.

However, we wish that the members can select also in the future from several support offers. Also, further clubhouses should not be developed, because other organisations have to close down. As everywhere should be the psychosocial assistance: Diversity of species secures stability, quality and surviving.

The Clubhouse Coalition in five years

In the year 2011 there are at least 20 Clubhouses in the German language clubhouse coalition. New clubhouses have been formed in Austria, Germany and Switzerland. There are many engaged members and staff in the new houses. Suitable  premises are being looked for; intensive discussions about the naming of clubhouse are taking place with all concerned.

The clubhouse model  is a recognized rehabilitation model in the European area. It is a part of a  psychosocial minimum care program. The coalition devotes time intensively to the positioning of the coalition in the world wide network of the ICCD.

The specific requirements of local working rules in Central European circumstances are taken into more consideration in the ICCD Certification process. Our sponsors acknowledge the qualitative quality protection that the Certification offers and they secure the existence of the clubhouses. 

The German language clubhouse coalition has gained a great deal of experience concerning empowerment. It is invited to conventions and congresses and it lectures and instructs about successful Empowerment and the experience of recovery from illness. The common presentation shows truly what is meant by being an international community. In the long-term, society cannot afford to ignore the abilities and talents of Clubhouse members. The TEP model in our standards, considers it very important that the members bring in their abilities, talents and healthy part in the form of TEP-Jobs into the society, so that they are  integrated more into the society. Our regular exchange with our employers and strategies, entertaining good relationships with  employers, has already opened to us the door to some German-Austrian businesses. Our friends and sponsors look forward to the annual visit to one clubhouse, and to the exchange with other sponsors in the German language area. Also, the friendly open atmosphere is appreciated, together with the highly regarded communication and the feeling of identity as being part of an international network. 

On the homepage of the clubhouses, the philosophy of the clubhouse model and the world-wide experience can be obtained only by one click. There is a forum where we are online with our friends in Germany and Switzerland instantly. Our new staff and engaged members are quickly integrated into the clubhouse community and with in other clubhouses.

 Clubhouse international in 2011

In the European Area there is a strong network of the European Coalitions.

The ICCD is also orientated to Europe and other Continents. They may delvelope

a new department in Bruessel`s, because it is difficult to handle all their business from America

They look after solutions about the special situation in the labour market and the    law in Europe.

On the International basement the number of clubhouses has risen up to more than about 400 clubhouses. In countries like South Afrika, Spain, Portugal and Italy and other continents as Asia and Australia there are new clubhouses, till this time there were white spots on the map. There are many big clubhouses most in big cities and smaller ones in the country.

The system from America will snowball to Europe with many expansions taking place, even if there is a great distance to America. 
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